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~: TV SERIES on the Central In-
“telligence - Agency’ (CIA), oncel
proposed and pursued * by Dallas
broadcaster-entrepreneur Gordon
McLendon, will now be’ produced by
a Cahforma production “company in
assqciation  with “20th Century—Fox
TV:It should turn up on CBS in 'the
1981-82. sea-

son. Y .
In-Los A_n-
geles,, execu- .
tive-producers.”
L-a.rry X
Thompson,
Don Penny, E
and -“Ray"
Wagner = in-~
. corporated as
Thompson B —— el
Penny. Wagner Producnons — an~
noynced ' the project. a- fictxonalxzed
onethour ‘dramatic series currem}y n-
tled;: “The ' CIA.™ - Veteran screen?
: wnter ‘Edward 'Anhalt has been re-

tained to script the initial episode and
'~ actas executive script consultant.

' The series, according to the produc-
ers, will be based on “realistic mter-
national incidents drawn:on ma..enal
from: declassified" historical " informa-;
tion:™ Thompson, Penny and Wagner
say* they have received the exclusive
-oooperauon of the Assodiation of For-;
-merX Intelligence: Ofticers,”. who w111
prowde techmml ‘and znterprenve as-

. tinue - ompson
Penny-and Wagner wﬂl‘wew inter-]
hational evénts through the eyes of*a]
ETAvVcase: officer? mvolveim~all as-
'pects:of -gathering and pmcessmg m-l
telligence- for -the government. - *Thed
case ‘officer and his- tear 'will be'’ ‘com-=;
f_ posate characters based on real people:

IntDallas,. McLendon,7who-just: re-
.turned -from- Hungary where - ‘he was
executive “producer “on3a: new film'
starring’ Sylvester’ Stallone; admitted
he was-unaware of the latest: develop-
ment-concerning‘a CIA* “series.- How- |

ever,*he' said: that he and the ‘princi<
pals;in-his proposed: “TV. project-had
abandoned -'the 'idea-'when “we ‘were
never able’to sat:sfy ourselves that we'
would: ‘get: the- story-‘cooperation- that
would-be’ todo'a series.” il
b’»t‘.We‘certauﬂy didn’t expect the CIA;
o-letius: have mwalrthezr'fﬂes,

WcIe_ndgn noted, “but. mthout plo
vhat.are: you going to do77 = -

Al
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“*McLendon, ‘who fu-st' revealea rus
'plans for-a series. based on. the ‘ex-
ploits of the CIA over two years ago,
‘-also had the cooperauon of ‘the. Asso-
;" clation -of Former- Intelligence Offi-
icers, of ; ;which . McLendon isa.mem-
"-ber.McLendon. was a .Naval mtelh-
. 8ence officer in World War 1T ..
.. . McLendon ‘said that CIA. Dlrector
Stansfleld :Turner had been most co-.
% operative ‘when he broached him with/
. the idea-for-a CIA series, - similar -in
-.format. to ‘the” popular and ]ong-run-
{ ‘ning *The FBL” : ;
“But;’ right off the bat I had a feel-
."ing .that there would be problems,”
-~ McEendon -said.. “Now, I never.got
3 any:;names - to:attach to.this, but I
:think ‘there ‘were: many old: txmers
¢ with the CIA ‘that"just didn't want-a
series made,’ Period. Some of ‘them,, X
B thmk were being over-zealous.”, -
. 1t McLendon:'said " that he certamly
?"dxdn t believe ‘that all the secrets of
.. the CIA should be laid bare, but he
“felt that his proposed series ,could
. Ahave brought a more positive image to
. an-agency. that many view’in a nega-
; tive light. -

i “It was never my mtennon to put
v ‘nail in’ the ‘CIA,””” McLendon*continZ,
v ued:-*I think- that in certain- respects
i the agency has become - paranoid ’be.--
. ‘cause ‘of many of the’ books wntten

b ,y

'( v

have  been :fun to. do. but I’ feel that
;we would-have ended up being com-. )
_promised in regards to our ongmal in-_|
« tent. I:.couldn’t see-the. CIA- puttmg
" their- seal of . approval on our- series,
i.and I don’t think-you'll find.it on the
+ new one that has been proposed.”
-.:McLendon, - whose. -business :2ven-,
tum -usually- keep " him.. bouncmg
<. around -the-world, feels that he'll- be;

»(S’I‘A)

"ing - STV for . Dallas-Fort . Worth,

.ends-on-Ch. 33 — the company still
-has STV franchises of its own in five.

> more Danas-bound in months to come.
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/CBS. backmg CIA Series,

McLendon will be a daily contribu-
tor when KNBN TV, Ch. 33, the new
business news station, takes the air in
mid-September. . In- four, . 10-minute
programs,. *Gordon. McLendon's
World,” he will lend his expertise to a.
dxscusnon of meta]s, currency and col—
lectibles. . -

McLendon in: pa.rt:nership wuh-
Clint Murchison. and Holl ywood pro-
ducer Sy Weintraub, is also finding
activity increasing' with their Sub—
scnpnon Televxsxon of Amern.a

Although STA recently sold four
outlets to Golden West Subscription
Television of Los-Angeles — includ-

"which will be seen nights and week-.

markets. They are Tampa-St. Per.ers-,
burg, Fla,, Denver, Colo,, Indianapo-
lis, Ind Norfolk Va., and San Fran-
cisco, Cahf :The San Francisco sub-.
scription operation is scheduled to be-
£in next week.

In addition, STA a.lso stxll owns the
station in Prov‘dence R.L, to which it.
sold subscnpnon TV nghts to Golden
West_ " o R .
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